[Complications after surgical interventions in the neonatal period and their relevance for quality of life].
In a retrospective study the postoperative course was examined of 296 neonates who had a birthweight of more than 1500 g and a congenital malformations between 1981 and 1987. A questionnaire was sent to the parents of the 242 surviving children in which they were asked about their children's current quality of life (average age 5.3 years). Of the 151 parents responding, 42% were of the opinion that the quality of their children's life had been reduced. The main reason was the operated malformation or accompanying illnesses. Only in 5% of the cases were postoperative complications considered responsible for the decline in quality of life.